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Ambrosian Rite (Milan, Italy)
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Experiences of unity

20. Particularly significant anniversaries encourage us to turn our thoughts with affection and reverence to the
Eastern Churches. First of all, as has been said, the centenary of the Apostolic Letter Orientalium Dignitas. Since that
time a journey began which has led, among other things, in 1917, to the creation of the Congregation for the
Oriental Churches(49) and the foundation of the Pontifical Oriental Institute(50) by Pope Benedict XV. Subsequently,
on June 5, 1960, John XXIIl founded the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity.(51) In recent times, on October
18,1990, | promulgated the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches,(52) in ordér to safeguard and to promote the
specific features of the Eastern heritage.

These are signs of an attitude that the Church of Rome has always felt was an integral part of the mandate ]
entrusted by Jesus Christ to the Apostle Peter: to confirm his brothers in faith and unity (cf. Lk22:32). Attempts in
the past had their limits, deriving from the mentality of the times and the very understanding of the truths about
the Church. But here | would like to reassert that this commitment is rooted in the conviction that Peter (cf. M¢19:17
- 19) intends to place himself at the service of a Church united in charltr. "Peter's task is to search constantly for
ways that will help preserve unity. Therefore he must not create obstacles but must open up paths. Nor is this in any
way at odds with the duty entrusted to him by Christ: 'strengthen your brothers in the faith’ (cf. L£22:32). It is_
significant that Christ said these words precisely at the moment when Peter was about to deny him. It was as if the

aster himself wanted to tell Peter: 'Remember that you are weak, that you, too, need endless conversion. You are
able to strengthen others only insofar as you are aware of your own weakness. | entrust to you as your responsibility
the truth, the great truth of God, meant for man's salvation, but this truth cannot be ﬁreached or put into practice
except by Iovm%_.' Veritatem facere in caritate (To live the truth in love; cf. £ph 4:15); this is what is always )
necessary:"(53? oday we know that unity can be achieved through the love of God only if the Churches want it
to?ether, in full respect for the traditions of each and for necessary autonomy. We know that this can take place
only on the basis of the love of Churches which feel increasingly called to manifest the one Church of Christ, born
from one Baptism and from one Eucharist, and which want to be S|sters.g4) As | had occasion to say: "the Church of
Christ is one. If divisions exist, that is one thing; they must be overcome, but the Church is one, the Church of Christ
between East and West can only be one, one and united."(55)

Of course, in today's outlook it appears that true union is possible only in total respect for the other's dignity
without cla|m|n|c_; that the whole array of uses and customs in the Latin Church is more complete or better suited to
showing the fullness of correct doctrine; and again, that this union must be preceded by an awareness of
communion that permeates the whole Church'and is not limited to an agreement among leaders. Today we are
conscious - and this has frequently been reasserted - that uméy will be achieved how and when the Lord desires,
and that it will require the contribution of love's sensitivity and creativity, perhaps even going beyond the forms
already tried in history.(56)
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Blessed are You, O Lord, teach me Your statutes






